
Flashmobs for science 
 
This spring, two citizen science apps for measuring the night sky radiance were developed. The 
“Loss of the Night” app for Android phones works by helping the user to determine the naked 
eye limiting magnitude by looking for selected stars. The “Dark Sky Meter” app for iOS uses the 
iPhone camera to directly measure the sky radiance. 
 
During the ALAN conference, we plan to hold three calibration events, in which a large number 
of people will use the apps simultaneously under the exact same sky. These “Flashmob for 
Science” events help determine the systematic uncertainty associated with the observations. The 
apps can be downloaded at http://tinyurl.com/vdn-app (Android) and http://tinyurl.com/dsm-
app (iOS). 
 

                   
Android – Loss of the Night app         iOS - Dark Sky Meter app 

The events will take place only if the weather permits (cloud free night skies). The first 
event will be during the stargazing session in Westhavelland on Sunday the 27th, the second will 
be near the center of Berlin after the poster session on Monday, and the third will be on Tuesday 
before dinner across the street from the conference dinner location. 
 

Directions to the event on Monday 
 
The event will be held in Mendelssohn-Bartholdy-Park, which is very near to the U-Bahn stop “U 
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy-Park” on the U2 line. From Seminaris: 
 

1) Walk to the nearby U3 station “Dahlem Dorf” 
2) Take the train departing at 19:01 in the direction of “U Nollendorfplatz” 
3) At the station “Wittenbergplatz”, switch to the U2 in the direction Pankow 
4) Get off of the U2 at the station “U Mendelssohn-Bartholdy-Park” 
5) Take the stairs at the end of the station in the direction that the U-bahn was travelling 
6) A helper with a flashlight will be waiting at the U-bahn exit to escort you to the park. If 

for some reasons no one is there, please wait at the U-bahn exit for a helper to return to 
meet you, because the park is unlit. 

 
The measurement session is expected to run from 19:30-19:45. When you are finished, popular 
tourist dining locations can be found near the Oranienburger Strasse or Mehringdamm stops. 
For Oranienburger Strasse, ride the U2 to Potsdammer Platz, and change to the S-Bahn in the 
Northbound direction. For Mehringdamm, ride the U-Bahn to Mehringdamm with changes at 
Gleisdreieck (to U1) and Möckernbrücke (to U7). Both routes take about 15 minutes via transit. 


